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Welcome back to Term 3. 

Currently Helene Hiotis is on long service leave, returning on August 6.  As Acting Principal I am very pleased that we 
have had a very smooth start this term. Our first day of term was spent with Andrew Douch who spoke to staff about the 
use of information technology to develop and deepen our students’ learning by engaging them in podcasts and screen 
casts. If your student has their earphones in, they may not be listening to music, they will soon be listening to podcasts 
made by our teachers. 

On Wednesday July 18, the Premier, Daniel Andrews visited our school along with MPs Nick Staikos and Steve 
Dimopoulos. Along with our visitors, Marc Koenig and I had our first tour of our new building which is coming along very 
well. Daniel Andrews met some of our students in the VCE Centre and also met with our School Captains. Our students 
made a strong impression as they discussed their future pathways with the Premier.  

The Department of Education Parent Opinion survey will be open from August 7 to August 27. A computer generated 
random list will be created and an invitation to these parents to participate in the survey will be sent out by email soon. 
The survey can only be completed online. It is accessible on a phone, laptop or desk top device. The feedback that you 
provide is collated and presented as data for our school. It is important that we gain feedback from parents as this data 
is used to evaluate our programs and processes and to make improvements that benefit our students. We thank parents 
who take part in the survey for their input in to our school.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
MR MARC KOENIG, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

WEEK 1 - JULY 16

On Thursday July 26 we hosted our Information Evening. The Year 9 Interviews and Year 9 Expo was a great success 
where we provided the resources for students and parents to make informed decisions about the educational pathway 
which suits their needs, and gives students the greatest chance for success. The interviews which follow allow students 
the opportunity to ask any questions about subjects and their options. The process is of enormous benefit and makes 
for a smoother transition through their Senior years.

The new 2019 Middle School and Senior Handbooks can be accessed through the school website under ‘Enrolments’. 
Please take the time to understand what each subject offers. For Middle School choices are due by 11:00am on Friday, 
August 3.
         
It is exciting times here at Bentleigh Secondary College with all the building works. The Da Vinci Centre, our new 17 
room STEAM centre, is scheduled for completion by November this year (weather permitting). We will be fortunate to 
have state of the art facilities to provide our students with the best, most engaging environment to learn in. In the midst 
of this we will be building a new bike shed before starting Stage 2 of our building works with another two court basketball 
stadium 1.5 times the size of our current stadium. For this to happen D Block will be demolished and J Block will be 
relocated. This will happen straight after the handover of the Da Vinci Centre.

Our Term 3 Working Bee will be held on Sunday September 9 from 8.30am until 12.00pm. As always I encourage as 
many staff, parents and students to attend. We will be breaking down the set from the Whole School Musical, cleaning 
out the Drama storage area while our Green Machine have some planting ideas to fulfil.

The focus for our students at Bentleigh Secondary College is to achieve their very best and to continually improve their 
learning.  An important part of this focus is the partnership between school and home, between teacher and parents, 
guardian and student. Parent teacher interviews play a key role in this partnership where all three parties meet to 
discuss the student’s achievements, progress and strategies for improvement.  The next Parent Teacher Interviews are 
on Thursday August 23 running from 12.00 noon until 8.00pm. There are no classes for the day and students are 
expected to attend the interviews. 

Bookings will open for Parent Teacher Interviews soon. Interviews with your child’s subject teachers run for 5 minutes 
each and you can choose to book interviews with all or some of these teachers. 

If you are unable to log on to Compass, please contact the college via the following email address:
compass@bentleighsc.vic.edu.au

WEEK 2 - JULY 23
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Tuesday, July 24 was the final round for the Debating Association of Victoria’s inter-school debating competition.
The competition was usually held on Wednesday evenings. The change caused some difficulties, and we only had six 
debaters to compete in three debates. We won all three, even though three students competed in two separate teams 
on two different topics.

The first debate was B Grade (Year 11), against Brighton Secondary School 1.
This was a ‘secret’ topic, which was given out only an hour before the scheduled debate.
Our team (in order of speakers) consisted of Perry Chryssafis (Year 11), Hugo Linning (Year 11) and Clare Konstanty 
(Year 9). We won the debate and Clare was the ‘best speaker’.

Our A Grade (Year 12) debate was very hard to cover, as two team members (Perry and Hugo) were involved in the Year 
11 debate as well. This was another ‘secret’ topic, so Tom Matthews was on his own when the topic was announced. 
With the permission of the B Grade adjudicator and the indulgence of the Brighton Grammar School team, as they 
completed their speeches Perry and then Hugo left the room to join Tom in the preparation room. This time we were 
against Brighton Secondary College 1. Again we were victorious, with the three boys sharing the accolades for best 
speaker.

The D-Grade (Year 9) debate was against Star of the Sea 2. This was on a prepared topic, and was held at the same 
time as the A-Grade debate. Once more we prevailed. Our speakers, Blake Schuetz (Year 8), Kobi Mowszowski (Year 
8) and Clare Konstanty (Year 9) were most impressive, with Kobi being named the best speaker.

All the inter-school teams should be very proud of their achievements throughout the program. It has been highly 
rewarding to facilitate the opportunities for these remarkable young people to showcase their talent. It is especially 
gratifying as all students competed above their year levels when needed.

The Year 12 team also included Mikayla Poon and Raphael Nafisi.The Year 9 team, which included Caitlin Kenna,  
(Year 9) and Danae Melzer (Year 9), was particularly successful as they won all, but one of their debates earning 18 of 
a possible 20 points. Go Bentleigh!!

DEBATING TRIUMPH 
Ms Suzy Watt, House Debating Co-ordinator
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
MS LEANNE WINFIELD, ACTING PRINCIPAL

Year 12 students have had individual interviews with Ms Conway, our Careers Advisor, to identify courses that they are 
interested in applying for through VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre). Some students are choosing University, 
some TAFE and some will move in to the work force, whilst other students will choose a gap year gaining experience in 
the work force and by travelling. We wish Year 12 students all the best for their final term of study.

We have run a School Information Evening for current Year 9, 10 and 11 students and they are currently completing the 
subject selection process. All students will have had an individual interview about their subject choices. 

We often get glowing feedback about our wonderful students, here are a couple of examples:
We have had very positive feedback about our Year 10 students who were out on Work Experience during the last 
week of Term 2 from employers. We have received feedback from a patient (and his wife) at a hospital where one of 
our students was working: “We would like you to know what a pleasant, delightful student you have at your school. She 
was respectful towards the patients and showed a keen interest in the workings of the hospital ward. We wish her every 
success…”

Our Year 11 students on Central Oz Tour also received great feedback from the cooks: “My wife and I have recently 
returned from Central Australia as cooks with students and staff from your college during June 25 to August 2, and  
these young adults were certainly a wonderful advertisement for Bentleigh Secondary College.  They were always very 
appreciative, ready to help, so friendly and communicative - great to be with, such fine young people.”

Once again we are organising an early booklist through Campion for the English Learning Area novels for Year 7-12 
students. Dates to be confirmed shortly. The reason for this is so that students can read the novels over the summer 
holidays. This will help them be prepared for classes, develop deeper learning in the English area and support their 
learning in other subjects. Students are encouraged to read the novels again as they are studying in class. Students 
who read more than once, achieve better results in their formal assessments. We also encourage students to be 
reading widely all the time as this contributes to better reading comprehension skills across all subject areas. 
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YEAR 11 CENTRAL OZ TOUR
Ms Felicity Campbell and Mr John Karydis
During the final week of last term, forty three adventurous Year 11 students and 5 courageous teachers undertook a 
once in a lifetime trip to Central Australia. Tour highlights included sleeping underground at an opal mine in Coober 
Pedy, watching the sunset over Uluru, hiking across the beautiful Kings Canyon and being surrounded by fireworks as 
we tried to get some sleep in Alice Springs during Northern Territory Day!

Other highlights of this amazing tour included visiting the largest classroom in the world i.e. the “School of the Air”. Here 
students witnessed first hand, a recording of a teacher instructing students thousands of kilometers away. The Royal 
Flying Doctor Service was the final destination of our tour where we learned about its famous founder the honourable 
Mr. John Flynn and even paid our tributes to this marvellous Australian by visiting his grave situated on the outskirts of 
Alice Springs. 

It was an amazing trip and all Year 11 students who attended should be congratulated for their enthusiasm and positive 
attitudes. We would also like to thank Ms Lindsay Wilson, Mr Cameron Johnson and Mr George Tissera for volunteering 
their time and helping to make the trip an unforgettable one.
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VCE LEGAL STUDIES COURT EXCURSION 
Ms Darminder Kaur
The Legal Studies class had a great start to Term 3 with an excursion to the Supreme and County Court on Tuesday July 
17, 2018. Sixteen Legal Studies students had to go through stringent security checks before being admissible into court. 
They were given a quick briefing on courts behaviour and protocols by the tour guide. The best part of the excursion for 
the majority of the students was being involved in a mock trial in a real court room in the Supreme Court. Students were 
involved in a role play where they experienced first hand how juries are selected, prosecution presenting their case and 
the judges giving their verdict. Students also had the pleasure of meeting and conversing with the respectable judges 
from the Supreme and County Court. In that session, students learnt about the challenges and issues that judges 
face in their legal career. The day ended with students observing a major drug trafficking case with a court room full of 
people. This case was then discussed in class where students gained a better understanding of the legal process and 
procedures in a criminal case.
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Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music
MUSIC NEWS
We had the pleasure of having a guest conductor - Rob McWilliams, take the Symphonic Wind Ensemble and the Year 
8 Band through various rehearsal techniques. Students were excellent in the sessions with Rob. Congratulations to all 
involved.

The Year 8 Band participated in the Cluster tour to primary schools on Tuesday July 24. Our students were very popular 
with the students as they performed an entertaining musical program. 

We will be hosting a Bunnings BBQ in Moorabbin on Sunday August 5, come by and support us by purchasing a 
sausage or two.
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SPORTS NEWS
Ms Sally Hudson, Head of Sports Academy Development
On Friday July 20, 2018 Bentleigh Secondary College had three boys Netball teams compete in the Victorian Schools 
Netball Championships. The boys all played some excellent netball throughout the day showing improvement as the 
day progressed, we came up against some tough competition. Our teams ended up midway on the ladder at the 
conclusion of the tournament, well done boys. The Championships are a really good learning experience and all our 
students come away better netballers. I look forward to seeing the continuation of development of our Netball teams.
I would also like to thank Courtney Fraraccio and Rachael Rosenbrock for helping me coach the teams. Our girls’ teams 
will get their chance on Tuesday July 31 to compete. I would like to wish those teams the best of luck.

Go Bentleigh!

INTER BOYS VIC CHAMPS JUNIOR BOYS ACTION

SENIOR BOYS ACTION

SENIOR BOYS VIC CHAMPS
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Mr Toby Mahoney, Head of Sports

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

We had a beautiful day on Friday July 27 at the Athletics Sports. The weather could not have been better. Our students participated keenly, as 
well as dressing in their usual house colours. A number of school records were broken. The results of the day, including the winning house, are 
still to be compiled and will be announced soon. Our Student Representative Council ran a very successful fundraising BBQ, the food was much 
appreciated by students and staff. Thank you to all House Captains, staff and students for contributing to a very enjoyable Athletics Carnival.



Bentleigh Secondary College 2018 11



Bentleigh Secondary College 2018 12

Ms Katie Parker-Vukusic

WELLBEING NEWS

Bentleigh Secondary College has been fortunate enough to be selected to run the RAISE Mentoring program for a small 
group of students once a week for terms 2 and 3. Sessions are student led and focus on topics such as goal setting, 
organisation skills and general issues. Students have shown great enthusiasm in attending these sessions and there 
has been positive feedback from students and parents alike, as to the benefits gained from participation in the program. 
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IMPORTANT DATES
5 Sep Whole School Musical Primary 

Performance
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

6 Sep Kingston Athletics
Whole School Musical Evening 
Performance in the PAC, 7:00pm

7 Sep Whole School Musical Evening 
Performance in the PAC, 7:00pm

8 Sep
   

Whole School Musical Saturday 
Matinee in the PAC, 1:00pm
Whole School Musical Evening 
Performance in the PAC, 7:00pm

10/11
Sep

Advance Hike 1

12 Sep 7:00-8:30pm Parent Session-
Online Safety

14 Sep School Tour 9:15am

17 Sep Japan Trip (2 weeks)
Year 12 Trial Exams till Thursday.
Advance Hike 2

18 Sep Advance Hike 2
School Council

21 Sep House Bentleigh’s Got Talent
Progress Reports published 
4:00pm, Years 8-12
Last Day (2:30pm finish) 

22 Sept 
-  7 Oct School Holidays

8 Oct Term 4 begins

31 Jul Year 8 IBL all week
Winter Concert all day rehearsals 
at Glen Eira Town Hall - all music 
students required
Winter Concert - Glen Eira Town 
Hall 7pm

1 Aug House Meeting
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC
Japan Study Tour Info Evening 
7:00-8:00pm

3 Aug School Tour 9:15am
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

6 Aug Junior House Sport
Humanities Week
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

8 Aug Whole School Assembly
Intermediate House Sport
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

9 Aug Senior House Sport
Year 10 OES Cross Country Trip 
Lake Mountain

10 Aug Year 10 OES Cross Country Trip 
Lake Mountain
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

13 Aug National Science Week
Junior House Sport Finals
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

15 Aug Intermediate House Sport Finals
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

16 Aug Senior House Sport Finals

17 Aug School Tour 9:15am
Progress Reports published 4pm
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

20 Aug Technology Week all week
Year 8 IBL Presentation Night 7pm
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

21 Aug School Council

22 Aug Kingston International Round 
Robin
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

23 Aug Parent/Teacher Interviews
Year 7-11, 12:00 - 8:00pm

24 Aug Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

27 Aug Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

28 Aug Intermediate Band Tour

29 Aug Intermediate Band Tour
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

30 Aug Spell-a-thon Pd 1 & 2

31 Aug School Tour 9:15am
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

3 Sep Whole School Musical Reheasal 
Day
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

4 Sep Year 6 into Year 7, 2019 
Information Sessions
A-K:  1:30 - 2:20pm
L-Z:  2:30 - 3:20pm



Bentleigh Secondary College 2018 14

CLASSIFIEDS
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Shop 2, 76 East Boundary Rd  
BENTLEIGH EAST

03 9570 7009

Franchise Opportunities: Ask Sherrin 0418 199 007
1300 TUITION (884 846)

Fruition 
gUaraNTees 

successful 
outcomes!

 9 All ages
 9 All needs

 9 All subjects

 fruition.com.au

 9 Fast
 9 Fun

 9 Guaranteed
 

PRIMARY & SECONDAR

 

★ FREE ASSESSMENT TEST AVA

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU BRING THIS V

FOR ANY NEW STUDENTS WH

JAC ORMOND 9578 9668 | LE

RY / VCE / SCHOLARSHIP / SELECTIVE SPECIALISTS 

 

AILABLE FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS★ 

VOUCHER WITH YOU! 

 +
HO ENROL BEFORE 25 AUG 2018!  

*CONDITIONS APPLY 
EVEL 1, 331 Jasper Rd Ormond VIC 32044 

DATES FOR TERM 3, 2018
Performing Arts Centre Foyer 
(Enter via left hand side gate)

31 August,
& 21 September 2018

Donations of unwanted school items are
always needed and can be left at Reception.

8.00am - 8.45am

RECYCLED
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CLASSIFIEDS
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CLASSIFIEDS
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CLASSIFIEDS

BARK FOR LIFE
Sunday 28 October 2018 | 10—2pm

Jells Park South  
Wheelers Hill


