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IMPORTANT DATES ON PAGE 15

The annual General Achievement Test (GAT) for Year 12 VCE and Year 11 students undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 subject 
took place with a number of other exams.   With the gymnasium utilised for the duration of three and a half hours, our 
students applied themselves diligently to this assessment task in order to achieve their best possible individual results.  
Thank you to the Senior School Team for all their work in organising this mammoth task. 

All staff have been involved marking and moderation of all assessment tasks, report writing, and planning for classes 
for Semester 2. 

This newsletter includes a number of events and experiences including, mBot programmable robots; the celebration of 
indigenous dance, art and storytelling; illustrating a storybook; music camps, festivals and soirees; and sport. 

I will be away from 30 June to 3 August and the Acting Principal during my absence in Term 3 is Leanne Winfield. 

We wish our students a relaxing, restful and enjoyable break and look forward to catching up with them next term.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
MR MARC KOENIG, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

WEEK 18 JUNE START OF WEEK 25 JUNE

END OF WEEK 25 JUNE

 
Student Safety
Access to the Administration Car Park is for staff, deliveries and parents with disabled students. Pick up and dropping 
off students is strictly prohibited in the Administration Car Park for all other purposes. The safest area to drop off and 
pick up students is Chesterville road.

Warning - Council parking attendants have been seen at the front of the school with cameras catching parents pulling 
up in the ‘No Stopping’ zone.
Bike riders are reminded to give way to cars and pedestrians on East Boundary Road and Centre Road. There have 
been a few near misses with overzealous bike riders and pedestrians.

Facilities
Fencing is being installed around the old bike shed in the Wetlands to be ready for use next term. We will also have a 
new bike shed built in place of the cricket nets. The final approvals, budget and timelines is still being established.

Building Works
Building Works are continuing to progress well with minimal interruption due to inclement weather. We are looking 
forward to being in the new building before the end of the year.

Working Bee
Thank you to the students, parents and staff who volunteered their time on Sunday, June 3. The weather was perfect 
and a lot was achieved in our gardens. Particular thanks also to Asher Forrest (8) who is our resident photographer. The 
community spirit is alive and well here at Bentleigh.
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EXPLORING 3D PRINTING, ROBOTICS & DRONES 
The Middle School IT curriculum has undergone a much needed transformation with the aid of class sets of mBot 
programmable robots with additional sensors for various applications; a new 3D printer; and a class set of programmable 
Parrot mambo drones with grabbers and other attachments. This allows students to engage and develop knowledge and 
skillsets in technologies that increasingly will be in demand in the near future.  We are already seeing rapid advances 
in the use of 3D printed materials and technology – from food to buildings; AI and robotics through the use of integrated 
smart home systems and industrial use; and drone technology – from hobbyists taking photos to delivery services.
  
This new equipment is complementing our existing curriculum in the following ways:
 
Year 7’s are introduced to coding and robotics with mBot robotics from building them with or without instructions, to 
coding and testing them to manually and autonomously navigate mazes. 

Year 8’s are introduced to additive design and manufacturing through the 3D printer. They are required to identify 
problems and come up with solutions they can design on a computer that are then printed out and evaluated. 

Year 9’s explore drone technologies and applications. They use algorithmic thinking and problem solving to program 
drones to navigate obstacle courses to pick up and drop off small objects.

The schools Makerspace - Byte Club - allows students from all levels and abilities to engage with these technologies 
without waiting to join one of our computer classes to do so.  Byte Club also allows them to tinker and take apart 
machines, build new computers out of other spare parts, explore a range of coding languages and programs, and invent 
things using our sets of Little Bits, Arduinos and Raspberry Pi’s.

Mr James Lee, Digital Technologies Teacher and Byte Club Co-ordinators

YEAR 7 - ROBOTIC

YEAR 8 - 3D PRINTING
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YEAR 9 - DRONES

BYTE CLUB
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On Tuesday June 5, 2018 presenters from Cultural Infusion came to Bentleigh Secondary College and gave our Year 
7 students the opportunity to learn more deeply about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and Cultures. The 
students’ knowledge and enthusiasm grew as they participated in a range of exciting hands-on activities in the areas 
of dance, art and storytelling. Students learnt and performed some Aboriginal dances that imitated native animals and 
birds, created artwork based on Aboriginal symbols used in storytelling, and learnt the importance of storytelling in 
keeping alive the tradition and heritage of Aboriginal Australia, not only within the Aboriginal communities but also within 
the wider community. The day finished with a didgeridoo music showcase, which all thoroughly enjoyed. The incursion 
really brought to life and enhanced various aspects of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People and Cultures unit 
the students have been studying.

YEAR 7 INDIGENOUS DAY
Mr Joshua Purcell, Head of Humanities
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YEAR 9 LEARNING JOURNEY

This semester, two learning journey classes have worked together to write and illustrate a storybook for the local early 
childcare centre. Our students visited the centre at the start of the term to meet the children and get to know them. 
The students then wrote and illustrated a story tailored for these children with the information they learned about them. 
We returned last week to present them with their books and a play. Both classes thoroughly enjoyed their trip and the 
connection we built with our community.

Ms Rohanna Anderson and Ms Olivia Sherman
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
MS LEANNE WINFIELD, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Term 2 has been a very busy time for the Senior School. In the last week of the term Year 10 students were out on Work 
Experience, our Year 11 students on Central Oz were halfway through their camp and Year 12 students were diligently 
working at school preparing to take home their holiday homework.  

Just a reminder to parents to check dates for upcoming events early in Term 3 for Information Evenings and Unit 3 and 
4 Parent Teacher interviews, which students should attend as well. 

Year 10 students have chosen a wide range of Work Experience options, from working in our local primary schools, 
electrical services, aged care, Victoria Police, Phillip Island Nature Park, dental surgery, veterinary surgery, optician, 
solicitor, Freemantle Media and Robotic Automation – just to name a few. This is a wonderful opportunity for students 
to experience a work place which helps them to make decisions about their future. 

Some students opted to complete Work Experience at school and were allocated various jobs to do and other students 
assisted at local primary schools. 

Approval For Extended Student Absences 

If there is some known reason which requires your child to miss school for an extended time (eg. operation, 
overseas trip, etc.), parents are asked to inform the Head of Year Level and Head of Sub School. They will provide 
a written form notifying the school of the details.

Work may be set for your child when the absence is to be for an extended period. We urge parents to use the 
school holiday periods for family holidays if at all possible and to avoid having their children miss class immediately 
before and after scheduled holidays. 

Remember, children need to attend school regularly to make the most of the educational opportunities available to 
them. There is a direct link between attendance and achievement.

TIA LAMBAS & ARIEL BITTERFIELD 
ASSISTING AT COATESVILLE

JAMES NIMORAKIOTAKIS & MATTHEW TYSON
ASSISTING AT CLAYTON SOUTH
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Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music
MUSIC NEWS
From May 4 - 7, 2018 students from the Intermediate and Senior Stage Bands attended the Mt Gambier Jazz Festival. 
The ensembles performed to professional adjudicators and witnessed some outstanding performances from students 
Australia wide. We also heard some amazing performances by local and overseas artists. An awe inspiring event. 
Congratulations to everyone involved.

Our Rehearsal Camp for 2018 was held at Safety Beach - Wednesday 9 and Thursday May 10, 2018. Students 
were exceptional with their efforts in participating in workshops and band rehearsals over the two days. Some great 
improvements were heard throughout the performances, well done to staff and students. A special thank you to our 
Music Captains - Cambell Smithson & Mazzi-Rose Esparon.

Marcus Tan, Isabella Chan and Jordyn Wallace (all accompanied by Kirsty Mechielsen) were invited to perform at the 
Glen Eira Volunteer Recognition Ceremony. The performances were of a professional standard, what an outstanding 
effort. Great work indeed.

In week 7 and 8 all of our Year 8 - 12 students participated in various instrumental evenings held in the Performing Arts 
Centre. Students rose to the occasion, performing to the best of their abilities, another outstanding concert.

The VCE Group students participated in the Rockfest Battle Of The Bands, held at Cranbourne Secondary College. 
Students received a rousing reception as they put on an exceptional show.

On Tuesday June 19, 2018 the Symphonic Wind Ensembles from Bentleigh Secondary College, McKinnon Secondary 
Collee and Frankston High School performed at the Alan Lawrence Theatre, McKinnon Secondary College. It was a 
very entertaining evening. Thank you to staff and students.

MT GAMBIER  JAZZ FESTIVAL
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REHEARSAL CAMP
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GLEN EIRA CEREMONY

INSTRUMENTAL EVENINGS
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BATTLE OF THE BANDS

SYMPHONIC WIND ENSEMBLES
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SPORTS NEWS
Mr Toby Mahoney, Head of Sports

Junior Sports Program

On Monday June 18, twenty students attended the Southern Metropolitan Cross Country Carnival at Ballam Park in 
Frankston. It was a chilly day, but all students gave it everything they had and should be congratulated on their efforts 
and for the way they represented Bentleigh Secondary College on the day. 

A huge congratulations to Ethan Churchill-King (7th), Rubin Howard (2nd) and Jackson Dind (6th) who all qualified for 
the State Cross Country which will be held in Bundoora on Thursday July 19.

The Term 2 Junior Sports Program ended in week 10 and what a fantastic term we had. All students in Year 7 & 8 
participated in Badminton, AFL, Soccer, Netball, Martial Arts & Cheerleading. This was the first year Cheerleading was 
offered and what an enormous success it was. 

It was great to see so many students giving their all in the different sports. Next Term a new group of amazing sports will 
commence, all students are encouraged to participate to the best of their ability.
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IMPORTANT DATES

28 Aug Intermediate Band Tour

29 Aug Intermediate Band Tour
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

30 Aug Spell-a-thon Pd 1 & 2

31 Aug School Tour 9:15am
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

3 Sep Whole School Musical Reheasal 
Day
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

5 Sep Whole School Musical Primary 
Performance
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

6 Sep Kingston Athletics
Whole School Musical Evening 
Performance in the PAC, 7:00pm

7 Sep Whole School Musical Evening 
Performance in the PAC, 7:00pm

8 Sep
   

Whole School Musical Saturday 
Matinee in the PAC, 1:00pm
Whole School Musical Evening 
Performance in the PAC, 7:00pm

10/11 Sep Advance Hike 1

12 Sep 7:00-8:30pm Parent Session-
Online Safety

14 Sep School Tour 9:15am

17 Sep Japan Trip (2 weeks)
Year 12 Trial Exams all week
Advance Hike 2

18 Sep Advance Hike 2
School Council

20 Sep House Bentleigh’s Got Talent
Progress Reports published 
4:00pm, Years 8-12
Last Day (2:30pm finish) 

22 Sept 
-  7 Oct

School Holidays

8 Oct Term 4 begins

29 Jun House Final - Senior Debating in 
Gym
Last Day 2:30pm Finish
Musical Rehearsal - 2:45-4:45pm 
PAC

30 Jun 
-15 Jul

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

16 Jul Student Free Day

17 Jul Term 3 begins for students

18 Jul Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

20  Jul School Tour 9:15am
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

23 Jul Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

24 Jul Primary Schools Cluster Tour
House Meeting

25 Jul Parent/Teacher Interviews
Year 11-12 Units 3 & 4 only 3:30-
5:30pm
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

26 Jul 2019 Information Nights
Year 9 Expo 3:30-4:30pm
Year 10 - 5:30pm
Year 8 & 9 - 6:30pm
Year 11 & 12 - 7:30pm

27 Jul Athletics Carnival
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

30 Jul Year 8 IBL all week
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

31 Jul Winter Concert all day rehearsals 
at Glen Eira Town Hall - all music 
students required
Winter Concert - Glen Eira Town 
Hall 7pm

1 Aug House Meeting
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC
Japan Study Tour Info Evening 
7:00-8:00pm

3 Aug School Tour 9:15am
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

6 Aug Junior House Sport
Humanities Week
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

8 Aug Intermediate House Sport
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

9 Aug Senior House Sport
Year 10 OES Cross Country Trip 
Lake Mountain

10 Aug Year 10 OES Cross Country Trip 
Lake Mountain
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

13 Aug National Science Week
Junior House Sport Finals
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

15 Aug Intermediate House Sport Finals
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

16 Aug Senior House Sport Finals

17 Aug School Tour 9:15am
Progress Reports published 4pm
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

20 Aug Technology Week all week
Year 8 IBL Presentation Night 7pm
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

21 Aug School Council

22 Aug Kingston International Round 
Robin
Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

23 Aug Parent/Teacher Interviews
Year 7-11, 12:00 - 8:00pm

24 Aug Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC

27 Aug Musical Rehearsal - 3:30-5:30pm 
PAC
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CLASSIFIEDS
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Shop 2, 76 East Boundary Rd  
BENTLEIGH EAST

03 9570 7009

Franchise Opportunities: Ask Sherrin 0418 199 007
1300 TUITION (884 846)

Fruition 
gUaraNTees 

successful 
outcomes!

 9 All ages
 9 All needs

 9 All subjects

 fruition.com.au

 9 Fast
 9 Fun

 9 Guaranteed

DATES FOR TERM 3, 2018
Performing Arts Centre Foyer 
(Enter via left hand side gate)

27 July, 17 & 31 August,
& 21 September 2018

Donations of unwanted school items are
always needed and can be left at Reception.

8.00am - 8.45am

RECYCLED
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CLASSIFIEDS

Can We Talk?
Why more conversations, and fewer texts, are good for your relationships and your emotional health
BY LISA FIELDS

Illustration: by Carl Wiens

We’re resigned to companions who sometimes prefer to use their devices instead of fully engaging with us .

Not long ago, when out-of-town relatives would stay with me for the weekend, my favorite part of each visit happened 
after the kids went to sleep. We’d pour ourselves wine and chat until nearly midnight, laughing about old memories and 
sharing new stories.

These days, the dynamic is completely different. The first adult who returns from bedtime duty doesn’t reach for the wine 
glasses; he parks himself on the couch and reaches for his mobile phone. Just until the others show up, he tells himself. 
One by one, everyone gathers where we used to regale each other with amusing anecdotes, but there’s silence instead 
of laughter as everyone checks e-mail accounts, text messages and Facebook feeds.

We might eventually pour some wine and talk, but everyone keeps a mobile phone in his or her lap the whole night, and 
the conversation is often interrupted with an alert that someone elsewhere has something (better?) to say. Whenever 
this happens, I yearn wistfully for the days when my relatives and I would focus all of our attention on each other and 
really connect. My experience isn’t unique. Half the people in the world have smartphones. In Europe, there are even 
more mobile phone subscriptions than people, so phones are really everywhere.

Mobile phone usage is so widespread, people like me—who value quality conversation—have become resigned to 
the fact that sometimes our companions prefer to use their devices instead of fully engaging with us. Today’s instant-
gratification, short-attention-span lifestyle has trained people to seek new information at every moment, so for many 
people, face-to-face, lull-in-the-conversation encounters aren’t as engaging as phones with constant news and updates. 
Relationships are suffering. 

“Smartphones have become a safety blanket—whenever there’s a moment of potential boredom, people turn to their 
smartphones,” says Daria Kuss, senior lecturer in psychology at Nottingham Trent University, who studies mobile phone 
usage. “Since the development of the first smartphones 15 years or so ago, that behavior has been so normalized. 
Everyone has them.”
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CLASSIFIEDS
A Constant Distraction

As smartphones can produce a never-ending stream of interesting things to look at, they often rival real-life companions.
“Mobile phones communicate themselves,” says Oliver Bilke-Hentsch, a psychiatrist in Zürich who studies Internet 
addiction. “You don’t need a phone call from someone. The device itself shows you new information. You have to control 
yourself just to look.”

Nicole Gommers, 38, of The Hague, has grown tired of competing with a mobile phone for her partner’s attention. “It is 
hard to have a conversation with him, because he is constantly distracted by his phone,” Gommers says. “When I ask 
something, he will answer, but I can tell that his mind is elsewhere. There is always someone who sends a text, and that 
means the end of the conversation, because it requires an answer. “For a while, he was totally addicted to Wordfeud, 
an online word puzzle game you can play with anonymous others. As soon as he started a game, you were no longer 
allowed to speak, because he couldn’t focus.”

Because younger people grew up with a lot of exposure to technology, they’re more likely than older folks to use mobile 
phones in social settings, and they’re considerably more likely to sit silently with a group of peers, each person staring 
at a phone. This has impacted the generation’s communication skills.
“Young people find it very difficult to develop the skill of talking to another person and paying attention to another person 
without engaging with a smartphone,” Kuss says. “They may have trouble having real-life conversations in a way that 
we older generations may be used to connecting to people and engaging in deep and meaningful conversation.”

A Silent Force

Smartphones are so influential, they can have power over a conversation even when they aren’t in use. Researchers 
have found that when a mobile phone is placed on a table—even if the phone’s owner isn’t actively using it—the depth 
of mealtime conversation plummets. “Our study found that when the phone was within sight of one or both conversation 
partners, the participants reported poorer quality of conversations and lower levels of empathetic exchange,” says study 
author Shalini Misra, an assistant professor of urban affairs at Virginia Tech University. “Rather than being a benign 
background object, smartphones that are in sight can distract individuals from their in-person context.”

Because people may realize that they can be interrupted, they’re less likely to engage in conversations about feelings or 
problems, instead leaning toward superficial small talk. “Meaningful conversations require attentive participants,” Misra 
says. “We need to listen to the words, tone and pauses, observe facial cues and body movements, and think about 
what we are hearing to understand what it means and respond appropriately. This is a complex task and requires a lot 
of cognitive resources. If our attention is split, our complex tasks—like conversations—will suffer. And the visibility of the 
phone prompts us to direct our thoughts to other things.”

Illustration: Carl Wiens

Smartphones are so influential, they can have power over a conversation even when they aren’t in use.
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CLASSIFIEDS

A Negative Influence

Recent research has found that college students in 2009 had lower levels of empathy than college students did 30 
years earlier. The researchers considered the effects of technology and social media on this deficit of empathy, among 
other factors, but they didn’t draw conclusions about the cause for the drop between 1979 and 2009. “I don’t know that 
there’s evidence right now of cell phones or social media causing the loss of empathy,” says study author Sara Konrath, 
assistant professor of philanthropic studies at Indiana University in Indianapolis. “There are probably multiple reasons 
for the change: changes in family dynamics and sizes, changes in political activities.”

Konrath’s other research has found that young adults have the lowest empathy levels, while middle-aged women have 
the highest levels. Why? Middle-aged women may have more opportunities to flex their empathy muscles: Caring for 
their children, looking after their older parents and mentoring younger colleagues. Fortunately, Konrath says, you can 
increase your empathy levels with practice, and leaving your phone out of the equation can help. “We are wired to react 
face-to-face—our ancestors didn’t have cell phones,” Konrath says. “It’s good to practice empathy in a face-to-face 
way. You have the capacity to see facial expressions and hear tone of voice. There are more signals about how they’re 
doing, so you can tune in better.”

Feeding an Addiction

As mobile phones are so distracting, people become preoccupied with them everywhere, even at work. Fabien Guasco, 
43, of Saint-Pathus, France, gets frustrated when it disrupts his meetings. “People are concentrating on the messages 
that arrive in their e-mail box instead of listening to what is being said,” Guasco says. “That’s why I got into the habit of 
quickly turning silent if one of my staff is tapping away at their smartphone. As a result, everyone pays attention!”
Researchers have found out why it’s hard to put those devices down: They feed an addictive nature. “Every time you 
get a Like on social media or a reward in a game,” Bilke-Hentsch says, “you get a little injection of dopamine in your 
reward center in your brain. You want to have it again. It’s like smoking a cigarette or eating a sweet. Maybe from your 
spouse you don’t get these rewards.”

A Hopeful Solution

If you’re tired of playing second fiddle to a handheld device and you’d like to curtail a loved one’s smartphone usage 
without a heated argument, try these ideas:

• Detail your needs. Spell out what you’d like—no phones at mealtime, perhaps, or no answering texts while you’re 
conversing—but speak calmly, and don’t accuse or blame. “Use more ‘I’ statements than ‘you’ statements,” Kuss says. 
“Say ‘I would like to spend more time with you,’ instead of ‘You spend all of your time on technology.’”

• Negotiate for fewer alerts. Your partner doesn’t just look at his phone when he wants to; the phone alerts him to check 
it whenever something happens on social media or in his favorite games. If he disables the alerts, he’ll use his phone 
less often. “These notifications will increase your actual use of the mobile phone,” says Joël Billieux, associate professor 
of clinical psychology at the University of Luxembourg, who studies the addictive use of information and communication 
technologies. “Research suggests that when you receive notifications, you generally check more applications than just 
the one that has sent the notification.”

• Be “pro-pockets.” Encourage your partner to keep his unused phone in his pocket, not on the table. “When the phone 
is in sight, it becomes salient to the person, even if they don’t consciously realize that their attention is divided,” Misra 
says. “Out of sight” may very well be “out of mind.”

• Cite user stats. Your partner may not realize how much time he spends on his phone, but his phone tracks how much 
time he spends on each app. Ask him to check his numbers. “These make you realize the kind of time you are spending 
on your phone,” Kuss says. “Seeing that may decrease your use.”

• Buy him a watch. He won’t have to reach for his phone to check the time when he wants to know if it’s dinner time.  
Says Billieux, “A recent study showed that people wearing a watch reduced their time spent using smartphones.”


