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Every school year creates another set of memories for us all.  At this time of the year we reflect on the Class of 2018 
and their achievements.  This is a special time for the Year 12 students as they finish classes, prepare for exams and 
prepare for the next stage of their life journey after thirteen years of schooling.  After the Year 12s left to prepare for 
their Valedictory Dinner, James Merlino, Minister of Education visited the da Vinci STEAM Centre following a visit to our 
neighbouring school.  Minister Merlino was impressed by the design and curriculum prepared by our teachers.

The Valedictory Dinner was another wonderful way to celebrate the Year 12 students with family, friends and members 
of the school community. The students received their Alumni Class of 2018 sash becoming part of Bentleigh’s rich 
history. The Year 12 Co-ordinators, Helen Arhontis and Claire Keep, the Head of Senior School, Chris Christofidis have 
placed a significant role in leading these students to this point, as have many the many teachers and support staff who 
have worked with them these past six years. To the graduating Class of 2018, I wish you all the best with your exams 
and look forward to seeing you at future Alumni events.  

Tomorrow Nick Staikos, local MP for Bentleigh will officially open the da Vinci STEAM Centre, Stage 1 of the building 
works upgrade.  

The new facility will enable the school to meet teaching and learning experiences of the Victorian Curriculum in the 
areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics (STEAM). The da Vinci Centre has inspiring 
facilities for both middle and senior students.  These include light-filled purpose-designed visual arts studios, specialist 
food and materials technology, including robotics, passive and active learning spaces, courtyards and gallery. 

The  da Vinci STEAM Centre design will encourage interaction between learning disciplines and unite the community using it.  
A central chasm staircase draws light through the building’s centre and creates multilevel spaces and voids. It is going to be 
a place of amazing experiences for our students, where they can build their curiosity and knowledge that makes up learning. 

I look forward to seeing you at the official opening of the da Vinci STEAM Centre.
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MINISTERIAL VISIT
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JAPAN STUDY TOUR
By Hannah Fitzpatrick, Year 10 student
In the beginning of the journey, we were slightly exhausted from travelling from Australia to Japan but we made an effort 
to enjoy the wonderful scenery and activities that Tokyo had to offer. During the first two days of Tokyo we travelled to 
many popular tourist spots such as Tokyo Skytree and Shibuya shopping district. This gave us the chance to experience 
the busier parts of Tokyo which we travelled through on train. The third day was dedicated to Disneyland which was 
absolutely amazing and I’m sure was one of the most enjoyed days of the trip. It had something for everybody including 
thrilling rides, delicious food and an exciting atmosphere. Disneyland was also our last full day in Tokyo as the following 
day we were travelling to Osaka. We boarded our very first Bullet train of the trip just before noon and arrived in Osaka 
at about 2:30pm.  After taking a bus to Yamada High School, we met our host families. Although we were very nervous 
we were also looking forward to staying with a Japanese family and being fully immersed in their lifestyle.  After meeting 
our students, we travelled back to their homes with them and spent the night getting to know the family as well as 
settling in. During the morning of our second homestay day, we went to the Elementary school across the road from 
Yamada High School and half of us joined a Japanese class and the other half participated in a PE class.  After that we 
joined the Elementary students for lunch which was provided by the school. Following lunch we returned to Yamada 
High School and went to three of their classes.

On the second day of our homestays we had a full day of classes ahead of us. Yamada High School had seven periods 
in a day to make up for lost classes from the previous week in which they could not attend classes because of the 
Typhoon.  Although days were busy, being in their classes gave us the opportunity to extend and practice our Japanese 
conversational skills.  The next day Bentleigh took an excursion to Banpaku Kinen Koen (Banpaku Park) which was a 
fascinating trip that was only a 20 minute walk from Yamada High School. We started with a bamboo carving lesson 
where we made our own bamboo rice cookers. From there we met at the centre of the park at the ‘Tower of the Sun’ 
renovations were completed in March so we were very lucky to be able to have a guided tour of the inside. Afterwards, 
we returned to our host family’s homes. The following day was our free day so it was the choice of our host family as to 
where we would spend the day. A large group was taken to Japan’s Universal Studio’s where students, alongside their 
Japanese buddies, went on rides together and took many, many selfies. The next day was our final full homestay day, 
so the Bentleigh and Yamada students formed one big group and travelled together to a movie park which was a great 
final bonding time for us all. Students made the most of their time together and made an effort to meet new friends as 
tomorrow we would farewell our Yamada friends as we were heading to Kyoto, our final destination.
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Our farewell morning was emotional for most as we thanked our amazing host families for the time we had shared, 
and the memories we created together. After waving them goodbye, we headed off on a chartered bus for a tour of 
some popular Kyoto shrine’s before arriving at our hotel in the early afternoon. The next day was a personal highlight 
as we were visiting the Hiroshima bomb site, Museum and the beautiful island of Miyajima that was filled with deer. The 
Hiroshima bomb site and Museum were an unforgettable and emotional experience for the group.  We finished the day 
with Okonomiyaki (traditional savoury japanese pancakes) that Hiroshima does specially with noodles in small groups 
accompanied by a teacher.  The following day was our last full day in Japan, we got up early to go to the stunning Himeji 
castle where we were met by Ayako Lyons who made a surprise visit and spent the day with us. After climbing many 
flights of stairs to the top of the castle we grabbed some lunch and returned to Kyoto to do some shopping at the huge 
shopping mall down the street from the hotel. We had a final dinner split into small groups at a restaurant of our choice 
before returning to the hotel to begin packing before our departure the following afternoon. The next morning we had a 
quick visit to Fushimi Inari which was a particularly fascinating shrine that had over 10,000 vermilion gates all the way 
up a mountain, which a majority of the group climbed. In the early afternoon we grabbed our luggage and boarded a 
four hour bullet train back to Tokyo Airport before getting onto our flight back to Melbourne.

The trip was a wonderful experience and the group had an amazing time. Thank you Helene Hiotis, Carrie Bloomfield, 
Julian Sadleir and most importantly, Scott Godinagh who coordinated the trip and put in so much time to making sure 
it ran smoothly.
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INK LAUNCH
Ms Olivia Sherman, VCE English and Media Teacher

Wednesday October 17, 2018 saw a celebration of Bentleigh’s finest artists and writers for the launch of our annual 
magazine, INK. The magazine displays a collection of curated fiction, non-fiction and essays by our students as well as 
a breadth of art projects. The launch allowed students to showcase to their families and teachers their hard work and 
creativity in a published format. All featured students are to be congratulated for their fantastic work, and are encouraged 
to continue exploring their creativity. Thank you to families, teachers and students who supported this special event.
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SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
MS LEANNE WINFIELD, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Congratulations to our Year 12 students who have all completed their VCE Certificate. This was celebrated at a Whole 
School Assembly, a Year 12 assembly and also the Year 12 Graduation dinner all held early in Term 4.
 
It was impressive to see the number of students who came in to school during the September holidays to attend Connect 
classes (exam revision provided by an external provider for various subjects). Students even came in on the public 
holiday on the day before Grand Final. That is dedication!  A large number of students also attended exam revision 
classes that were run by our teachers. Students have and will continue to come in to school to work in the VCE Study 
Area with other students and also their teachers up until the time of their final exams. 

We wish all our students completing exams for Unit 3 and 4 all the best for their exams. So that students can complete 
exams without building noise, the building works have been closed down for four days for the larger exams and the 
smaller exams will be held in A Block. Year 10 and 11 exams will also be run in November. 

YEAR 12 GRADUATION

YEAR 12 STUDY AREAS
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SOME OF OUR YEAR 12 STUDENTS AT THE YEAR 12 ASSEMBLY
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Ms Claire Keep and Ms Helen Arhontis, Heads of Year 12

YEAR 12 GRADUATION DINNER
On Thursday October 11, the Year 12 cohort of 2018 spent their final hours at the college, celebrating their year with, 
firstly, a whole school and valedictory assembly, followed by a glittering, Graduation dinner at Merrimu Receptions. 

The Year 12 students and their families toasted the achievements of the group, witnessed by some of the Bentleigh 
Secondary College staff who have supported the students during this year. The celebratory mood of the evening was 
enhanced by the stunning attire of the valedictorians and the tone of the speeches delivered, expertly, by our College 
Captains, Lexy Dann and Michelle Antcliff. The dance floor was populated by students, parents, family members and 
staff until the lights were turned on at the end of the evening! Thank you to all participants who made this night such a 
memorable occasion and such a resounding success!
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Mr Andrew Albanis, Head of Music
MUSIC NEWS
The much anticipated Big Band Boogie was definitely a highlight for 2018. Some great costumes were on show, well 
done to Billy Pouki for winning best costume. Congratulations to all staff and students involved. It truly was an awesome 
night.

The Year 7 Band tour to Healesville was a great success. All the performances were outstanding and well received. 
Students have come back excited about Year 8 Music.

I was invited to attend the Indonesian-Australia School Leadership Symposium in Bandung, Java, organised by the 
Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture and Monash University. I travelled to Bandung with Principals from 
Oakleigh South Secondary College and Lyndale Greens Primary School as well as Assistant Principals from Mount 
Waverley Secondary College and Clayton South Primary School. This was a reciprocal visit after we hosted Indonesian 
Supervisors and Principals for several days in August this year. Our visitors at Bentleigh were a Supervisor from Java, 
Dr Didik Sumardiyanto and a Principal from South Borneo, Mr Rubit Giyono.

At the Indonesian Conference, with over 200 Indonesian participants, Australian Principals and Assistant Principals 
each presented on a factor that influences school leadership in our school and how we manage change to develop 
strategies to meet our school goals. We also took part in a panel discussion where we answered questions raised by the 
Indonesian Supervisors and Principals. As a group we thoroughly enjoyed the conference and our visits to two schools 
in Bandung where we met with Principals and teachers. During our stay the Director of the Ministry for Education and 
Culture also joined us on some of our visits and cultural outings.

INDONESIAN LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM
MS LEANNE WINFIELD, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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Ms Rachael Rosenbrock, Head of Sport

BENTLEIGH’S GOT TALENT
As always Bentleigh’s Got Talent displayed a variety of performances to showcase the talents of students across the 
school. This year we watched some amazing duets, solo musical performances, Darcy stack on his launch pad, a band 
and an Alphabet rap from Connor Williams. With all performances to a high quality our judges; past students Sarah 
Radlow, Neil Shawcroft and Jeff Li, analysed preparedness, stage presence, quality and entertainment to decide their 
winner. 

Congratulations Dendy, and in particular The Come Back Babies, who took out the win for 2018!

Results:
Placing House Name Points
1st Dendy The Come Back Babies 58
2nd Fawkner Matisse Salvati - Pontelandolfo 52
2nd Fawkner Connor Williams 52
4th Dendy Ester and Marco Rubino 51
5th Wickham Elias Farah 49
6th Hawker Mazzi-Rose Esparon and Niko 

Floros
44

7th Hawker Harrison Dao 43
8th Wickham Darcy Stack 41

1st Dendy
2nd Fawkner
3rd Wickham
4th Hawker
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Every year during grass pollen season there is an increase in asthma and hay fever symptoms, and during grass pollen 
season there is also the chance of an epidemic thunderstorm asthma event. Epidemic thunderstorm asthma events are 
thought to be triggered by an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels and a certain type of thunderstorm, 
resulting in large numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a short period of time.

Those at increased risk of epidemic thunderstorm asthma include people with asthma, people with a past history of 
asthma, those with undiagnosed asthma (i.e. people who have asthma symptoms but have not yet been diagnosed with 
asthma). This also includes people with hay fever who may or may not have asthma. Having both asthma and hay fever, 
as well as poor control and self-management of asthma increases the risk further.

Bentleigh Secondary College is committed to ensuring that students are as safe as possible whilst at school.  As part 
of this commitment, it is important that we are able to appropriately manage any medical conditions that may impact on 
the student’s wellbeing whilst at school.

If your child has been identified as having asthma, please be aware of the above message. If your child does not present 
with asthma but you are concerned we request that you consult your doctor and complete a school asthma and camp 
management plan and return it to the school, so that we can be best equipped to support your child while at school.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Mary Gardner, First Aid Coordinator at the 
school.

EPIDEMIC THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA
Ms Mary Gardner, First Aid Co-ordinator

LIBRARY NEWS

As we are heading towards the end of another busy year could you please check your lockers and home spaces (under 
the bed) and return any library books. 

There are still quite a few overdue books, so please have a good look around. 

Remember come exam time, if you have an overdue book you can’t borrow dictionaries or calculators.

Good luck with the exams and have a wonderful break.

 

Library Team
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SPORT NEWS
Mr Toby Mahoney, Head of Sport

Congratulations to our wonderful students who represented our school at the State Athletics on Monday October 22, 
2018. A huge thank you to Toby Mahoney who supported the students today and forwarded these snapshots.

State Champions:

Lachlan Curry U15 High Jump
U17 Relay Team
and Alanna Porter winning: 
High Jump, Triple Jump and Long Jump
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Ms Jacinta Egan, Head of Performing Arts
WHOLE SCHOOL MUSICAL
The Whole School Musical, ‘We Will Rock You’ exploded on to the stage in Term 3. I saw this musical when it came to 
Melbourne many years ago and the sheer joy and anarchy as well as the powerful message it conveyed stuck with me. 
As we begin to evolve into an age where technology is ever present and influential in our day to day lives and social 
media is beginning to become inescapable for younger generations, I felt that now, more than ever the story of this 
musical was an important one to tell. 

When we announced this show, the excitement and buzz around the college was palpable and we ended up auditioning 
around 130 students. Some very tough choices were made and 130 became 80 talented, enthusiastic and dedicated 
cast members. These students worked incredibly hard, learning songs, choreography and lines, all the while making 
new friends, gaining new found confidence, starting bands, discovering new talents and becoming an incredibly 
supportive and unified tribe. It was an absolute joy to work with this year’s cast and although there were many times 
when they sounded more like a football team winning the grand final than actors in a musical, it was this exuberance 
and comradery that spilled out on to the stage to bring the story to life. 

We sold out all 4 shows in only a week and the response from the audience was both outstanding and humbling, with 
many audience members claiming that we should be on Broadway or that they would’ve paid so much more for a show 
like ours. The wonderful comments and emails have been greatly appreciated and we’re so glad that the show was so 
well received. The pride that the cast felt in themselves and each other was wonderful to witness.

The show celebrates those that are brave enough to step out and be different, it applauded those that have the courage 
to stand up to the masses when they see that something is not ok and it heroes those whose light shines the brightest 
because they’re truly their unique selves. 

Thank you to all the wonderful parents, friends, family and teachers for all of your support and help throughout the 
process. It takes an army to put something like this on and we are grateful for all of you. We look forward to next year 
and can’t wait to see you all soon.
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WELLBEING NEWS
Mr Wayne Davis, Head of Middle Wellbeing

‘About You’ Survey!
What is ‘About You’?

‘About You’ is a survey of Victoria’s young people, conducted by Colmar Brunton on behalf of the Department of 
Education and Training. The About You survey takes place in Victorian schools every two years and collects essential 
information on the health, wellbeing, learning and safety of young people aged 10 to 18.

Government schools with students in year 5, 7, 8, 10 and 11 are being invited to participate in the survey in 2018. 
Students in Catholic and Independent schools are also being invited to take part. The information collected will assist in 
the development of programs, resources and services aimed at meeting the needs of young Victorians. 

Who will participate?

All students in Years 7 and 10 will be invited to participate in the survey from Bentleigh Secondary College. We are 
hoping that the survey will be conducted early in November.

It is up to you and your child as to whether they take part. The school will send an information letter explaining the 
background and content of the survey, along with a refusal-of-consent form home with your child, and to your email 
address. If you do not want your child to be included in the study, you should return the refusal-of-consent form to the 
school, or opt out via the email address that will be supplied. All responses are voluntary and students can opt out at 
any time.

For further information, please contact Gillian Davenport at the Department of Education and Training via email 
AboutYou.Survey@edumail.vic.gov.au 

or Wayne Davis or Julie Yelland at the school on 9579 1044, 
or davis.wayne.k@edumail.vic.gov.au or yelland.julie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Vivien Street, East Bentleigh Vic 3165   
P +61 3 9579 1044

BENTLEIGH SECONDARY COLLEGE 
warmly invites you to attend 

All members of our 
community are welcome  
to join us to celebrate  
this special occasion
www.bentleighsc.vic.edu.au 

The Grand Opening of

The  
da Vinci  
Centre
OUR NEW PURPOSE BUILT CENTRE  
DESIGNED TO DELIVER STEAM  
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 

Tuesday 30th October  
at 2:30pm

Being the best you can be
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IMPORTANT DATES

29 Oct Year 9 Advance Camp - Bogong 
all week

31 Oct VCAA Exams commence
Year 7 Music Night - PAC, 5:00pm
Last Day Year 11

2 Nov Student Free Day

6 Nov MELBOURNE CUP

9 Nov Years 7-11 Reports published 4pm

20 Nov School Council

21 Nov VCAA Exams conclude

26 Nov Early Commencement starts
LOTE Week

28 Nov Spring Concert - PAC, 7:00pm

11 Dec Orientation Day
Senior Band Tour (11-13 Dec)

12 Dec Student Leadership Training Day
Early Commencement Concludes

13 Dec End Of Year Activities

14 Dec End Of Year Activities
Semester Reports published 
4:00pm, Years 7-11

17 Dec Presentation Night
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CLASSIFIEDS

 

 

 

 

★FREE ASSESSMENT TEST AVAILABLE FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS★ 

A FREE BOOK BAG!  
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU BRING THIS VOUCHER WITH YOU! 

 

+ 

FOR ANY NEW STUDENTS WHO ENROL BEFORE 15 NOV 2018! 

*CONDITIONS APPLY 
JAC ORMOND 9578 9668 | LEVEL 1, 331 Jasper Rd Ormond VIC 3204 

PRIMARY & SECONDARY / VCE / SCHOLARSHIP / SELECTIVE SPECIALISTS 

Presently need more donations. 
If you have any unwanted school items 

please leave at General Office. 
Your donations are greatly appreciated

LAST FRIDAY OPENING
FOR TERM 4

30th November 

8.00am - 8.45am
Performing Arts Centre Foyer 
(Enter via left hand side gate)

RECYCLED
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CLASSIFIEDS

  AMAZING RANGE OF ARTISAN AND DESIGNER STALLS
JEWELLERY • CLOTHING • HANDMADE GIFTS AND HOMEWARES

CRAFTS • PRODUCE • ALFRESCO FOOD AND BAR • AND MORE…

FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER
5PM – 9PM

RIPPONLEA PRIMARY SCHOOL
CARRINGTON GROVE, EAST ST KILDA (OFF ORRONG ROAD)

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/RIPPER.MARKETS

Now inits 6thyear!


